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o DECEMBER INTENTIONS OF POPE FRANCIS
1stReading Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Samuel 1:20 For pilgrims of hope
-22,24-28 We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthens our faith, helping us to recognize
Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10. the Risen Christ in our daily lives, and that it may transform us into pilgrims
Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. of Christian hope.
Serior, dichosos los que viven en tu casa. INTENCIONES DE DICIEMBRE DEL PAPA FRANCISCO
Para los peregrinos de la esperanza

2nd Reading Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Oramos para que este Aiio Jubilar fortalezca nuestra fe, ayuddndonos a
1John 3:1-2,21-24 reconocer a Cristo Resucitado en nuestra vida diaria, y que nos transforme

Gospel Luke 2:41-52 en peregrinos de la esperanza cristiana.
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This Week’s Readings

THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS

Monday; December 30th

1st Reading: 1 John 2:12-17

Psalm 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!
Gospel: Luke 2:36-40

Tuesday; December 315t

1st Reading: 1 John 2:18-21

Psalm 96:1-2, 11-12, 13

Let the heavens be glad and the earth
rejoice!

Gospel: John 1:1-18

SOLEMNITY OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,

Wednesday; January xst THE MOTHER OF GOD
, THE OCTAVE DAY OF

1st Reading: Numbers 6:22-27 cHristMas

Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8

May God bless us in bis mercy.

2nd Reading: Galatians 4:4-7

Gospel: Luke 2:16-21

MEMORIAL OF SAINTS

Thursday; January 2nd  BASILTHE GREATAND

. y3J GREGORY NAZIANZEN,

1st Reading: 1 John 2:22-28 BISHOPS AND
DOCTORS OF THE

Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 CHURCH
Al the ends of the earth have seen the
saving power of God.

Gospel: John 1:19-28

Friday; January 3rd

1st Reading: 1 John 2:29-3:6

Psalm 98:1, 3¢d-4, 5-6

Al the ends of the earth bave seen the

saving power of God.

Gospel: John 1:29-34

MEMORIAL OF SAINT

ELIZABETH ANN
SETON, RELIGIOUS

Saturday; January 4th
1st Reading: 1 John 3:7-10
Psalm 98:1,7-8, 9

Al the ends of the earth have seen the
saving power of God.

Gospel: John 1:35-42

5\

MEDITATION OF THE DAY

@ The Holg Love That Forms a Holy Familg

Most beloved Gianna: After your phone call at noon today, 1
received the letter you sent Friday, and the lovely photos. You
couldnt have sent me a more beautiful gift.... [ have them here
oy in front of me, and I'm keeping them with me. How many times
I've already looked at them today, and how often I'll be looking at them
during the coming days—especially during these months when I can't
have you here with me every day, as I would like to—and whenever [
have the greatest need of your joy and support!
Looking at you, dearest Gianna, seeing your sweet loveliness & reading
the great love in your eyes, is like a balm of serenity and life. Thank you
from my heart, and with all my love.... I love to remember your
affectionate embrace when we met and the restful tranquility of the
unforgettable hours we spent together.... For the first time together, we
heard Holy Mass and received Jesus in Holy Communion. “Thank you
for giving me Gianna as the sweet companion of my life. Make our love
grow ever greater, sweeter, and purer. Make me worthy of her, and may
our family receive heaven's blessings; may we and our children be holy”:
This was my prayer to Jesus as soon as he had come into my heart,
while at the same time I was moved by your devout recollection while you
were talking to Jesus. With the greatest love, I embrace you. Your Pietro.
My dearest Pietro: How can I thank you for the magnificent ring? Pietro,
in exchange, I give you my heart and I will always love you as I love you
now. You are the dearest person to me.... I cant wait for the moment
when I can be yours forever.... I have great trust in the Lord, and I am
certain that he will help me to become your worthy spouse. I often
meditate on the words of the Epistle of the Mass of Saint Anne: A strong
woman, who will find her?... The heart of her husband can trust her...
She will do only good things for him and never bring evil upon him
throughout all his life (Prv 31:10-12). Pietro, I want to be that strong
woman of the Gospel! Instead, I think and feel myself weak. This means
that I must lean on your strong arm. [ feel so safe, so close to you! I ask
you a favor: from now on, Pietro, if you see me doing something wrong,
tell me, okay? I will always be grateful to you if you do this. With much,
much love, I embrace you. Your Gianna. — SAINT GIANNA BERETTA & PIETRO MOLLA
Saint Gianna (1 1962) was an Italian medical doctor who died at age 39. Pietro (1 2010) was
an engineer. Their daughter, Gianna Emanuela, became a doctor and internationally sought-
after speaker. The above text is an exchange of letters around the time of their engagement. /

From The Journey of Our Love: The Letters of Saint Gianna Beretta and Pietro Molla, Elio
Guerriero, ed. © 2014, Daughters of St. Paul, Pauline Books & Media, Boston, MA.

Excerpt from Magnificat Magazine, Meditation of the Day, Dec. 29, 2024

HOMILY NOTES
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La Inmaculada Concepcion esta llegando a su
fin y el nuevo afio 2025 ya casi esta aqui.
Como sabemos, la Santisima Virgen Maria, en el
primer momento de su concepcidn, por singular
privilegio de Dios Todopoderoso, y en vista de los
méritos de Jesucristo, nuestro Salvador y suyo, fue
preservada de toda mancha del pecado original.
Esta antigua creencia de la Iglesia fue definida por el|}
Papa Pio IX en 1854 como un articulo de verdad
revelada: Maria necesitaba redencion y, de hecho,
fue redimida por la Preciosa Sangre de Jesucristo.

Nuestras dos ultimas oraciones para esta devocion se
encuentran impresas a continuacion.

El Memorare: Una invocacién eficaz de la Santisima Madre para que
interceda en nuestras vidas a favor de Su Hijo. Nos coloca en un lugar de
adoracion a Maria como Madre de Dios y todas las maravillas de la
creacion y redencion de la humanidad por parte de Dios a través de Su
Hijo, Jesucristo. Nos recuerda que somos pecadores, que estamos tristes
y nos ayuda a reconocerlo directamente, mientras hablamos con Nuestra
Madre. Através de la adoracion y la humildad, esta es una oracién de
sUplica extremadamente potente que coloca nuestras intenciones a los
pies de Maria para ser respondidas.

El Regina Coeli: Se desconoce su autoria pero esta oracién se remonta al
siglo XIl. Durante la primera mitad del siglo XIll estuvo en uso
franciscano. Actualmente se utiliza principalmente durante la temporada
de Pascua y se encuentra en la Basilica de San Pedro en Roma.

EL MEMORARE

Recuerda, ob ptadosisima Virgen Maria, que nunca se
dupo gue alguno que acudid a tu proteccion, implord tu
ayuda o buscd tu intercesion, queds desamparado.
Inapirado por esta confianza, vuelo hacia ti, obh Virgen
de las virgenes, Madre mia. A ti vengo, ante bl estoy,
pecador y trisle.

Oh Madre del Verbo Encarnado, no desprecies mus
peliciones, sino en Lu musericordia esciichame y
respondeme. Amén.

EL REGINA COELI

Rewna del cielo, alégrate, aleluya.

El Hijo gue merectste dar a luz, aleluya, ha resucitado
como €l dijo, aleluya.

Alégrate y alégrate, ob Virgen Maria, jaleluya!
Porque verdaderamente el Serior ha resucttado,
aleluya.

FUENTE y Fuente de oracion: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/
prayers/view.cfm?

id=765#:~:text=The%20month%200f%20December%20is all%20stain%200f%200rigi
nal%20sin. bttps://www.vaticannews.va/en/prayers/the-regina-caeli.html

DEVOTION OF THE MONTH

December 29, 2024

December, traditionally dedicated to the
mmaculate Conception, is coming to and
end & the new year 2025 is almost here. As
e know, the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first
oment of her conception, by a singular privilege
of Almighty God, and in view of the merits of Jesus
hrist, our Savior and hers, was preserved from all
Stain of original sin. This age-old belief of the
hurch was defined by Pope Pius IX in 1854 as an
WG ticle of revealed truth: Mary was in need of
edemption a e was indeed redeemed by the Precious Blood of
Jesus Christ.
Our final two prayers for this devotion are printed below.

The Memorare: An efficacious invocation of the Blessed Mother to
intercede in our lives on behalf of Her Son. It puts us in a place of
adoration of Mary as the Mother of God & all the wonders of God's
creation & redemption of mankind thru His Son, Jesus Christ. It
reminds us we are sinful, sorrowful, and helps us to acknowledge
that directly, while speaking to Our Mother. Through adoration &
humility, this is an extremely potent prayer of supplication that
places our intentions at the feet of Mary to be answered.

The Regina Coeli: Its authorship is unknown but this prayer can be
traced back to the 12th century. During the first half of the 13th
century it was in Franciscan use. Now used primarily during the
Easter season, it is located in St Peter's Basilica in Rome.

THE MEMORARE

Remember, O moost gracious Virgin Mary,

that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy

protection, implored thy belp, or sought thy
tnlercesston, wad left unaideo.

Inapired by this confidence I fly unto thee,

O Virgen of virging, my Mother. 1o thee do [ come,
before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful.

O Mother of the Word Incarnate, desprse not my

pelitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me.

Amen.

THE REGINA COELI

Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia.

The Son whom you merited to bear, alleluia,

has riven as he said, alleluia.

Rejocce and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluca!

For the Lord has truly rwen, alleluia.

Source: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?

id=765#:~:text=The%20month%200f%20December%e20is ,all%20stain%200f%200
riginal%20sin.

Prayer Source: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/prayers/the-regina-caeli.html
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Adoration is Every Friday After &3
Mass, 9A to 6p. |
Please stgn up in the Narthex for time to |58
be with Jesus. Hels waiting for us! |8

“The Lord sets a father in honor over
his children; A mother’s authority he
confirms over her sons. He who honors
his father atones for sins; He stores up
riches who reveres his mother.”
—Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14

Jan.1, 2025 - Holy Day of Obligation
Solemnity of Mary

Mother of God

Wednesday | January 1

10A English
7p Espariol

<3 Attention Men of STM!
Please join Deacon Tom
O’Connell for the
Men’s Ministry

Friday | 7A | in the Hall
(go to the small room)

January 5, 2025
Epiphany of the Lord
Sunday | January 5
1030A English
1230p Espariol

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Times Expanded!

Tuesdays 5p to 5:45p
Wed., & Thurs. 8a to 825a

Friday 8a to 825A & 430p to 545p

January 12, 2025
Baptism of the Lord
Sunday | January 12
1030A English
1230p Esparniol

Our parish website now offers a free
listing for business owners who are
registered parishioners at STM!

Add your business to our site; it's easy!
1. Email an electronic copy of your flyer,
business card, or the URL to your
business’s website to
jiimcollins_95991@yahoo.com

(Note: Or give Jim a paper copy of your
info before or after Mass.)

To see the list of current e :
businesses click the QR That's it! Jim will then add your business
Code above or go to to the STM website. Donations to our
https:// church are always appreciated.

stmparadise.org/
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS
BY PATRONIZING THEIR BUSINESSES

Attention St. Thomas More
Parishioners! Help Radiate Love!

Our Bishop, Jaime Soto, along with all bishops
of the California Catholic Conference, invite
Catholics to celebrate the beauty and goodness of marriage and
family through the Radliate Love initiative.
Men & women marry in love, becoming husbands and wives then
see their love deepen thru good times & the challenges of a lifetime
of marriage.
Ifthese couples are blessed to become parents, they are tasked with
teaching their children how to be human. What a concept!
The mission of the family is not for the fainthearted. It entails
sacrifice and sometimes heartache, but all of that is meant to bring
spouses closer and further along the path to holiness.

Help radiate love to the world! Visit https://cacatholic.org/
radiatelove/ for monthly reflections, prayers, videos, and other
materials designed to help families become witnesses of God's love.
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